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Most High has crowned the ever victorious arms of
your august spouse. If all the French people are over-
whelmed with joy at having to-day in their love to
thank God for so much glory, what must be the happi-
ness of a heart called upon to share it upon the throne ?
Religion is about to enrich itself, in its prayers, with
all the credit which is assured by your virtues at the
moment when your piety has selected it for the expres-
sion of your gratitude to the King of kings."

After this ingenious bit of flattery, the eloquent
cardinal went on, alluding to the coronation of the
Empress and of the King of Rome, which, it was
supposed, would take place when the war was over,
as an epilogue to the victories. "The same temple,'*
he said, " in which the whole Empire meets to raise
to Heaven the pious transports of its gratitude, will
soon be opened, Madame, to celebrate in your honor
another historic rite as dear to our Sovereign as to
his subjects. Then we shall see again, amid universal
applause, the august heroine of this national festivity,
deservedly placed before our altars, by the side of the
restorer and the heir of the throne of Charlemagne.
Religion, happy to consecrate such a blessed day,
will congratulate itself on then proclaiming all the
resplendent glory of your happiness and the public
joy. But, Madame, we cannot too soon tell Tour
Majesty, in the name of this religion, as holy as it is
necessary, that it will always regard as the greatest
of your benefactions the publicity of religious prin-
ciples and the protection of your example/'